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For the Guide to Holiness. 


FLETCIIER. 


BY REV. DANIEL WISE, 


Amone trees there are some more stately, more beautiful, and more 
fruitful, than the rest. It is the same with men. It is equally so in the 
church of the Living God. 

Joun Witiiam De La Fvetcuer, or ashe is more generally named, 
Joun Fiercner, was such a man and such a Christian. He was a 
stately, a beautiful, a fruitful tree in the mountain of the Lord’s House. 
He was one of the extraordinary men of his age. In intellect, he was 
a giant among men. In spirituality, he was a saint of the highest order 
—a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and mect for the Master’s suse, and 
prepared unto every good work. 

Mr. Fletcher was a native of Nyon, in beautiful Switzerland. He 
was born September 12th, 1729, of parents who, with their ancestors, 
were of the highest respectability. 

In very early life, he gave evidence of the possession of distinguish- 
ed natural ability. His progress, both in his primary studies and at the 
University of Geneva, secured him a high reputation, both for ability 
and scholarship. And when he left the University, his rare mental pow- 
ers, his thoroughly cultivated mind, his pure, classic taste, and his ripe 
scholarship, awakened in the minds of his friends large expectations of 


his future greatness. A scholar so ripe, a writer so elegant, a thinker 
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2 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 
so profound, they thought could hardly fail of producing a powerful im- 
| pression upon the world. In a worldly sense, they were disappointed. 
Bint In a spiritual and higher sense, their largest anticipations were more 
| than realised; for, as we shall see hereafter, Mr. Fletcher attained the 
summit of human greatness on earth—a conformity to the image of his 
Creator. 

The history of superior men is usually marked by peculiar Provi- 
dences. ‘They pass unhurt through dangers where others perish ; their 
preservation is frequently a striking comment on that word of God, 
which pledges that his angels shall have charge over the persons of the 
saints. ‘I‘hus Wesley escaped from the fire while yet a child, as by 
miracle ; Clarke from being drowned, Newton from a hundred deaths 
by sea and land, and our endeared Fletcher, on several occasions, was 
saved from an early death only by the strong hand of God. Once, 
while fencing with his brother, he had his side pierced with a sword, so 
| deep that he carried the scar to his grave. At another time he was lost 
b at night, in an open boat, upon the lake of Geneva, and but for the ring- 
ing of the city bells, must have perished. Once he fell from a high 

r wall, and but for a bed of mortar on the spot where he fell, must have 
been instantly killed. On no less than three occasions, when bathing, 

he had the most hair-breadth escapes from drowning ; the last of these 
a escapes amounting to a miracle; for he was submerged among the piles 
i. which supported a mill, on the Rhine, for the space of twenty minutes, 
ji and came forth unhurt! Surely a special Providence watched over the 
life of this remarkable man. 

Mr. Fletcher’s father desired his son, above all things, to enter the 
church and to adopt the ministry as his profession. By a strange taste, 
for so serious a youth, Mr. Fletcher prefered the army to the church. 
ne The reason he assigned for this choice was characteristic. He said that 
| his views of the duties of a minister were so exalted, that he considered 
himself unfit to labor for God in so lofty a sphere. 
tere But all his efforts to procure a commission in the army were unavail- 
ing. The Providence of God thwarted him at every step. At last he 
went to England, where he was invited to become tutor to the two sons 


~ 


. of Mr. Hill, of Tern Hall, Herefordshire. Here he remained for more 
3 than five years. At the expiration of this period, he met the wishes of 
et his father, and at the same time, obeyed the convictions of his own 

eu _ heart, by entering the ministry. He was ordained a deacon of the 
bi church of England on the 6th of March, 1757, and on the following 


Sabbath he was set apart as a priest. By the influence of his friend, 
_ Mr. Hill, he was shortly after presented to the vicarage of Madely, which 
he conscientiously retained until his death, 


‘ 
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With these brief notices of the outward life of this good man, we 
proceed to examine his inward experience, and to trace his spiritual his- 
tory from the point where he appears as the babe in Christ to where he 
attained the full stature of a man in Christ Jesus. 

From his earliest childhood, Mr. Fletcher was uscommonly serious. 
Ile possessed great quickness of conscience, a passionate fondness for 
the Scriptures, and was entirely free from the usual vices of boyhood 

and youth. When he reached the years of manhood his moral charac- 
ter was spotless. Still, with all his morality and religious feeling, he 
was not a Christian until after he entered the twenty-fifth vear of his 
life. 
HfTe was awakened under a sermon preached by a Mr. Green. That 
memorable discourse convinced him that he was ignorant of the nature 
of saving faith. The feelings produced by this conviction were pain- 
fully severe. ‘‘ I never had faith,” was the bitter cry of his heart. He 
saw that never having had faith, he had always been a sinner before 
God. The discovery was the more painful because it was unexpected, 
He writhed and groaned, and prayed and wept, and was at times almost 
reduced to despair. For several days he found no consolation... At 
last the struggle terminated in victory, under the following circum- 
stances | 

He dreamed that Satan had overcome him in a powerful temptation. 
He awoke in extreme agony. He approached the throne of grace, de- 
testing himself with a most perfect self loathing. While in prayer, his 
faith grew strong. Tle rose from his knees in a state of unwonted 
cheerfulness.. He found himself powerful to resist temptations. Sin 
stirred in him all the day long, but he was always able to overcome it in 
the name of the Lord. By this mark, he felt himself to be indeed a 
new creature. He rejoiced, but was not satisfied. He plead for a 
brighter manifestation of God’s love to his soul. One day, as by faith 
he saw his adored Savior hanging and bleeding on the cross, these lines 


came with divine energy to his heart — 


‘© Seized by the rage of sinful men 
I see Christ bound, and bruised, and slain : 
‘Tis done—the martyr dies! 
His life to ransom ours is-given, 
And, lo! the fiercest fire of heaven 
Consumes the sacrifice. 


He suffers both from men and God, 
He bears the universal load 
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4 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


Of guilt and misery ! 
He suffers to reverse our doom, 
And lo! my Lord is here become 
The bread of life to me. 


From that hour his soul was free, his confidence strong, his joy in 

Christ great. From henceforth he knew nothing among men save 
Christ. He never looked back. His soul never knew a wilderness 
state. He literally obeyed the apostolic exhortation, to leave the first 
principles of the Gospel of Christ and go on to perfection. 

I'wd things are apparent. from this account of his conversion: first, 
that it was unaccompanied by any extraordinary manifestations ; and 
secondly, it was an eminently sound conversion. | 

I have called attention to the first of these points, because many sin- 
cere Christians think that a high degree of sanctification must be pre- 
ceded by a peculiar experience of the blessing of regeneration. Mr. 
Fletcher’s experience shows this opinion to be a mistake. An unusual 
cheerfulness was the first fruit of the Spirit in his heart. He did not 
even fully recognise the presence of the Witness at first. It was not 
until he -inwardly perceived the existence of a new power to control 
sin, that he entered into the hearty and cordial belief of his adop- 
tion into the family of God. The faith by which he received the adop- 
tion was emphatically a weak faith. It was strengthened by the con- 


firming testimony of his own spirit, and then waxed mightier and 


mightier, without ever relaxing its hold on the great atonement. 

The soundness of his conversion may be seen, not in the vividness of 
the light which shone upon him, nor in any peculiar frame and feeling ; 
for these did not exist; but in that incontestable evidence—HE HAD 
CONSCIOUS POWER OVER SIN ! 

Having laid this sure foundation, Mr. Fletcher did not pause to in- 
dulge in any self-complacent feelings, nor sink into an anti-scriptural 
contentment with his spiritural state. He immediately sought a clearer 
manifestation ; and he speedily obtained it. Nor did he rest here. He 
resolved to be a complete Christian. He set himself most unalterably 
about the work of gaining a perfect likeness to Jesus Christ. Thus 
was the one grand idea of his life. 

It is saying much, but I think not too much, to affirm that no man 
(at least in modern times) ever gained a nearer resemblance to the dear 
Redeemer, no man ever displayed more of the spirit of heaven while 
in the flesh than did the devoted John Fletcher. Let the following 
testimonies to this assertion be carefully examined. 

Speaking of him as he appeared while superintending, for a short pe- 
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riod, the Countess of Huntington’s College, at Trevecka, in Wales, 
Mr. Benson, his biographer, says: 

“Here it was that I saw, shall I say, an angel in human flesh? I 
should not far exceed the truth if Isaid so. But here I saw a descend- 
ant of fallen Adam, so fully raised above the ruins of the fall, that 
though, by the body, he was tied down to earth, yet was his whole 
conversation in heaven; yet was his lite, from day to day, hid with 
Christ in God. Prayer, praise, love, and zeal, all ardent, elevated above 
what one would think attainable in this state of frailty, were the ele- 
ment in which he continually lived. * * ® Every heart catched 
fire from the flame which burned in his soul.’’ 

While travelling in the South of France, for his health, he made a 
visit on foot to see the Protestants who lived in the Sevennes mountains. 
On the way, he solicited shelter for the night at the cottage of a papist. 
At first he was refused, but finally was entertained. Such was the 
earnestness and devotion of his spirit there, that the cottagers were as- 
tonished. ‘They had never seen such piety before. The next day the 
man reported among his neighbors, that he had nearly retused to admit 
a man into his house, WHO PROVED TO BE RATHER AN ANGEL THAN A 
MAN. 

Mr. Wesley, in speaking of his holy temper and conversation, said : 


ONE EQUAL to Mr. Fletcher I nave Nor KNOWN, no, not in a life of © 


fourscore years.” 

Mr. Fletcher, in a letter to Charles Wesley, gives a striking picture 
of his glorious spiritual state, in these words : 

“Thank God, I enjoy uninterrupted peace in the midst of my trials, 
which are sometimes not afew. Joy, also, 1 possess—I thank God, I 
feel myself in a good degree dead to praise and dispraise. I hope at 
least, it is so, because [ do not feel that the one lifts me up, or that the 
other dejects me.” 

Mr. Benson describes him as he appeared during a severe attack of 
illness, and when his stay on earth seemed to be very short, in the fol- 
lowing strong language : | 

“His immortal prospects became more enlarged and transporting, his 
conversation was correspondent to the grandeur of his views ; his whole 
appearance was that of a man already clothed in the wedding garment. 
‘There was something in his deportment, upon these awful occasions (1. €. 
in seasons of great weakness) which reminded me of the transfigura- 
tion of his Master upon Mount Tabor. His meditations have been 
frequently accompanied with so much visible delight, such an ecstatic 
glow has diffused itself over his whole countenance, and his eye has 
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6 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


| been directed upward with a look of such inexpressible sweetness, that 

one would almost have supposed him at such seasons conversing with 

: angelical spirits on his approaching dissolution, and the glory that should. 
pis follow.” 

| Another witness of his manner and conversation in sickness, describes 

him, as saying, when speaking on his favorite theme — the gift of the 

Holy Ghost : | | 


‘* We must not be content to be only cleansed from sin ; we must be 
filled with the Spirit.” 


‘* What,” asked a friend, “‘ is to be experienced in the full accomplish- { 
ment of the promise. 
‘““Q,” said he evidently referring to his own experience, ‘‘ What shall | 
L say! All the sweetness of the drawings of the Father; all the love 
of the Son ; all the rich effusions of peace and joy in the Holy Ghost ; 
| more than ever can be expressed, are comprehended here! ‘To attain it, the 
' y _ spirit maketh intercession in the soul, like a God wrestling with a God. 
iS Speaking of his inward exercises, he once said to a friend: ‘ In the 
beginning of my spiritual course, I heard the voice of God, in an inex- 
4 pressibly awful sound, go through my soul in those words — ‘“‘ If any 
; man will be my disciple, let him deny himself.” | 
Describing a subsequent experience, he said: ‘‘I was favored, like 
Moses, with a supernatural discovery of the glory of God, in an ineffa- 
rd ble converse with him; so that whether I was there in the body or out 
: of the body, I cannot tell.’ | 
A gentleman who called to see him in this same sickness, remarked : 
“T went to see a man that had one foot in the grave; but I found a man 
that had one foot in Heaven.” 
' ‘These passages from Mr. Fletcher’s History, are intended to exhibit 
) him on those lofty heights of Christian attainment whereon he dwelt the | 
. greater part of his spiritual life. His were not incidental raptures or 
Ve _ occasional flashes of enjoyment. ‘hey were rather always existing and 
| ) always growing. From his conversion he enjoyed peace with God. 
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, at | This peace grew with his faith and his faith seemed ever on the increase 
diy _ while he lived. There is no mark of spiritual declension in his history. 
ay Nor was Mr. Fletcher remarkable only for the depth of his inward 
’ he | experience and the ardor of his devotional feelings. He was, in a pecu- 
‘s " liar sense, the possessor of every grace of the Holy Spirit. His numit- 


‘ITY was not merely uncommon; it was excessive. His ancestry, his 
connections, his talents, his learning, his popularity, failed to excite a 
proud emotion. Like Paul of old, he counted all things loss for Christ. 

His parieNce was unruffled. The most bitter and malevolent persecu- 
tion could not excite his temper, the sharpest assaults of defamation 
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could not call forth a hasty word; the severest affliction did not extort 
a complaint. If ever he appeared moved in any degree, it was when 
rebuking sin. ‘Then indeed he was, as it were, a sharer of his Master’s 
indignation against wickedness, and some who could not understand the 
difference between a holy and a sinful indignation, may have thought 
him impetuous, or, rather, impetuous on some occasions. 

Mr, Fletcher’s senrvotence was unbounded. The highest state- 
ments on this feature of his character would not be extravagant. He 
gave all he had to the poor. He suffered privation ; he denied himself 
painfully for their sakes ; in a word, he was equal to Mr.. Wesley in this 
particular. 

His Curistran AFFECTION was equal to the other elements of his 
character. Heloved sinners with a most tender compassion. [is la- 


bors, which were so frequent and earnest as to be almost extravagant, — 


and which literally wore out his body, and the greater part of which 
were voluntary, over and above the claims of his parish, are satisfactory 
evidences on this point. ‘Then, his attachment to his Christian friends 
amounted to fondness. Nor did he limit it to those of his own faith and 


order. Ilis love leaped higher than creeds and modes of church gov- 


ernment; they formed no barriers to his noble spirit ; he looked within 
all church enclosures, and wherever he found a heart stamped with the 
image of his adored Lord, he loved it deeply and truly. — 

In these outlines of Mr. Fletcher’s character and attainments, we 
have followed the concurrent testimony of his contemporaries and ac- 
quaintance. ‘There isno room to doubt but that he was the almost entire- 
ly faultless man we have described him to be. If he had any fau't, it was 
an excessive humility, by which he undervalued himself, and restricted his 
sphere of influence. It may therefere be profitable te inquire how he 
reached those lofty pinnacles of experience, so seldom attained by pro- 
fessing Christians. That rarrn was the grand instrument — the effec- 
tual means — of course no Christian will doubt. Mr. Fletcher was a 
man of extraordinary faith, and therefore he was a mighty man of God. 

Still, to the aspiring. believer, the question will return — how did he 
attain to this faith? Weanswer, by a path which lies open to the 
weakest babe in Christ; BY UNCEASING PRAYER. 

That a habit of momentary, incessant prayer, was the distinguishing 
characteristic of this holy man, is at once apparent to every reader of 
his history. But for this, he had never excelled in piety. Irom the 
hour of his conversion, he daily spent hours in intimate communion with 
God, sometimes devoting whole nights to this delightful duty. Whether 
he was travelling or visiting, or in whatever business he was occupied, 
his heart was ever sending up its petitions to Heaven. Ile carried every 
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question of difficulty to God, and once, when under severe trial, so 
vehement and constant were his outbreathings to God, that the wall be- 
fore which he knelt was discolored by his breath. He carried this same 
spirit into the families he visited. Prayer and praise continually went 
forth from his consecr: ted lips. } 

These prayers were never formal. His spirit always wrestled with 
God, and consequently they always brought down a present blessing. 
At times, he was so carried away in his devotions, that ‘‘ the fashion of 
his countenance has been changed, and his face has appeared as the face 
of an angel.” He often obtained very remarkable answers to prayer. 
The following is a very striking example : 

Walking one day in the country, he saw a crowd gathered at the door 
of ahouse; ‘‘ What is the matter?” he asked. 

‘* A poor woman and a child lie dying,” wasthe reply. __ 

He went in and found them indeed in a dying state. He exhorted the 
crowd which filled the room, and then said: ‘‘ Christ is able to raise 
the dead ; he is also able to save you from sin! Come, let us ask him 
to save them and you.” 

He prayed with great liberty. The child’s convulsions ceased ; the 
mother became easy and strong. ‘The people stood amazed at the sight. 
While they stood speechless at what their eyes witnessed, he withdrew 
unobserved. When they recovered from their astonishment, and missed 


him, they said one to another, ‘‘ Who could it be?”” and some replied, 


‘ certainly, it was an angel!” 


Here, then, is the secret of Mr. Fletcher’s superiority : he was inces- 
santly praying. ‘To this habit he also joined a diligence which never 
wasted a moment; a constant study of the Scriptures, and a self-denial 
that amounted to abstemiousness in living, and to a rigid control of 
every bodily appetite. Thus laboring for the bread of life, how could 
he fail of being filled? Be 

Let the Christian who desires the unction, the spirituality, the enjoy- 
ment, the purity so richly possessed by this departed saint, only employ 
the same means; and he will be gratified. God is no respecter of per- 
sons. What he did for Mr. Fletcher, he is equally willing to do for all. 
But that impartiality requires him to exact the same conditions. Pray- 


er, diligence, reading the Scriptures, self-denial, and above all rarTH in 


God, will elevate the lowest,’ the most depraved of God’s creatures, to 
the same height of blissful purity as that attained by Mr. Fletcher. 

As a preacher, he had few equals. Mr. Wesley describes him as 
superior to the celebrated Whitefield; he says, comparing him with 
Whitefield: (and Wesley was no mean judge,) ‘“ He (Fletcher) had a 
more striking person, equal good breeding, an equally winning address, 
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together with a richer flow of fancy, a stronger understanding, a far 
greater treasure of learning, and above all, a more deep and constant 
communion with the Father, and with the Son, Jesus Christ.” 

* It is also quite certain that his preaching attracted great notice. Not 
only in his own quiet parish of Madely, but in the various parts of 
England and Ireland which he occasionally visited in company with Mr, 
Wesley. So also in his native country, and in France multitudes 
flocked to hear the Word of God from his holy and eloquent lips. It 
is true his remarkable faithfulness offended many, and caused his ex- 
clusion from the pulpits of dead churches; but whoever felt offended 
at his plainness, none could deny him their meed of praise as a preach- 
er of distinguished ability. He was also eminently successful in win- 
ning souls to Christ. 

Mr. Fletcher was married somewhat late in life to a saint almost as em- 
inent in piety as himself, Miss Bosanquet. In no part of his experience 
does his piety shine with a purer lustre than in this marriage. He was 
as spiritual and devotional on the day of the ceremony as at any period 
of his life. If possible, his faithfulness to God was increased by this 
connection, and many of his friends, who thought the marriage state 
unfavorable to an exalted piety, were convinced by his example of the 
error of their opinion. In marriage as before, holiness to the Lord was 


written on his whole character. ‘The same remark is equally applica- 


ble to his sainted wife. 
While Mr. Fletcher excelled in holiness as a Christian, and in talent 


and usefulness as a minister, he was also a very superior writer. His 
Portraiture of St. Paul, his masterly work on Original Sin, called “ An 
Appeal to Matter of Fact and Common Sense,” and his unequalled 
“ Checks” to Antinomianism, are his principle writings. ‘They are 
remarkable for logical acuteness, strength and purity of style, sweet- 
ness of spirit, and cogent reasoning; while the ‘ Checks ”’ display a 
keenness of polished wit unequalled in polemical controversy. His 
works will always live, and, great as was their influence in rescuing the 
truth and purity of the gospel from the pollutions of Antinomianism at 
the time they were written, we firmly believe they will, in some future 
age of the church, perform a sull greater service for the cause of God. 
Who knows but God has prepared them to be a bulwark against the 
ractical Antinomianism of a coming age. | 
As might be anticipated, so holy a man died a desirable death. His 
Gnal sickness was short. On the 7th of August, (175) he officiated, 
in a very weakly state, for his beloved people at Madely church,—on the 


14th he was in Glory ! | 
During his sickness, he exclaimed one day to his wife, “O Polly, 
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my dear Polly, God is Love. Shout, shout aloud! I want a gust of 
praise to go to the ends of the earth. But it seems as if I could not 
speak much longer. Let us fix on a sign between ourselves.” Then 
tapping Mrs. Fletcher twice with his finger, he added, ‘‘ Now J mean 
God is Love. And we will draw each other into God. Observe! by 
this we will draw each other into God.” 

He often made this sign after he became speechless. 

When his strength had failed, his speech had left him, and the chill 
of death spread over him; when he could scarcely lift his fingers, his 
devoted wife bent over him and said, | 

‘My dear creature, I ask not for myself, IZ know thy soul; but for 


the sake of others; if Jesus is very present with thee, lift thy right 
hand!” 


That feeble right hand was lifted up. 

“Tf the prospect of glory sweetly opens before thee, repeat the 
sign!” 

Again was that thin right hand raised on high. A moment after, he 
threw it up as if he would reach the top of the bed. After this, sitting 
upright between two pillows, his head inclining slightly to one side, his 
countenance calm and triumphant, without one visible mark of death 
upon it, he remained for twenty-four hours like a person in a quiet 


sleep. That sweet sleep was not succeeded by either groan or strug- 


gle. His soul passed away in triumph, and the ‘‘ weary wheels of life 
stood still.” 

Thus after a life of fifty-six years, and a ministry of more than 
twenty-five, did this eminently holy man enter the paradise of God. 

If the reader cannot possess the talents of Mr. Fletcher he may enjoy 
an equal degree of piety. True, Mr. F. was extraordinary as a Chris- 
tian. Yet that all others are not like him is their own fault. The 
provisions of grace are eminently impartial, free, open alike to all. 
Were they sought by all as they were by Mr. Fletcher they would be 


as abundantly shared by all. Would that we might be prevailed upon 


to exert an equal diligence in the strife after eternal life. 


Note.—The foregoing article is, of course, based chiefly on Mr .Benson’s Me- 
moir of Fletcher,—a book, by the way, which every lover of Holiness should 


own. D. W. 


God has given us two hints what heaven is to be :—F irst, we are to 
see Christ; and, secondly, we are to be like him. 


LETTER TO AN AGED CHRISTIAN. ll 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


Dear Bro. Kine :—Hoping to subserve the cause of holiness, the 
following letter is placed at your disposal. It sufficiently explains itself, 
and it is not inprobable that there aremany ‘‘ good old members”’ of the 
church unwittingly standing in the position of the aged brother to whom 
this letter was addressed—serious stumbling-blocks in the way of seek- 
ers after holiness. ‘I‘his dear old brother has, however, become a lover 
of the doctrine, a professor of perfect love, and now delights to recom- 
mend it everywhere. Sister Palmer’s ‘‘ Way of Holiness” was his most 
valuable human aid, but he always acknowledges that he was aroused to 
the importance of the subject by the following =; jane 


LETTER. 


* (Oct: 6, 1844. 


My Dear AND VENERABLE Brotuer :—I have desired of the Lord 
that I might be so directed in this communication, that his dear name 
may be glorified and our souls blessed ; and I trust I have been directed 
of the Spirit in my decision to write to you. We are so constituted, 
socially, intellectually, and morally, as to exert an influence — some- 
times a vast influence, over others; eternity only will reveal to us its 
extent and its consequences. We are religious beings as well as social 
and intellectual; and God has, to a great and unlimited extent, con- 
nected our present happiness, and the happiness of our posterity, with 
our own faithfulness in observing his commands. The pathetic excla- 
mation of his ancient servant is in point — ‘‘ O, that there were such 
an heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my command- 
ments always, that it might be well with them and with their children 
forever!”? What an inheritence to leave to one’s children! I tremble 
lest my unfaithfulness and disobedience should entail curses upon my 
offspring. But the consequences of our words, and acts, and spirit, are 
not restricted in their influence to our own families. Like the swelling 
wave, which, started here, goes on widening and extending until it 
breaks on the distant shore, so the influence of our conduct extends 
through society, and down through time to the latest generations. OQ, 
how will the light of eternity astonish us by exhibiting the potency, for 
good or evil, of those words or actions that we had regarded as so 
trivial ! 

But, my dear and venerable brother, I did not intend to enlarge thus 
upon a subject that you have perhaps contemplated often during your 


~ 


- 


| 
. 
| 
> 
> 
"al 
f 
* 
‘a5 
| 
; 
1 
4 


12 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


pilgrimage ; these thoughts rush upon my mind with overpowering 
force. 

My object is to call your attention to a particular instance in which 
your influence is injuriously affecting the cause of our divine Master. 
I know you will be filled with horror at the thought of the mere possi- 
bility of the truth of this, and I believe you are yourself unaware of 
the facts; nor, indeed, did I know them, till a recent conversation with 
one of our sisters revealed it. I was talking with sister V on the 
subject of holiness. She acknowledged the obligation of personal holi- 
ness, of an entire consecration of ourselves and our all, our faculties 
and affections, to God. She confessed that a state of entire sanctifica- 
tion appeared to her supremely desirable; and she believed that, while 
God required of her a perfect offering, he was willing and ready to ac- 
cept, and cleanse, and sanctify it. She even felt thatsshe could make, 
now, the dedication, and henceforth ‘‘ reckon herself dead indeed unto 
sin, and alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord; ” but she could 
not feel courage to confess a faith in the present efficacy of the atoning 


blood saving her to the uttermost. I advanced various scriptures to | 


show the importance and necessity, if we would enjoy the blessing and 
honor God, and be useful to others, of magnifying his grace by an hum- 
ble, but open, fearless profession of his work in us, and our faith in 
him. But, said she, I have heard old brother R say that he never 
liked to hear one profess the blessing — that he always looked out for 
breakers when persons professed to enjoy sanctification. I felt that my 
efforts were at once paralized. ‘‘ What!” thought I, ‘“‘ Uncle R., that 
dear old brother, who has so often and so long advocated the cause of 
God, and cheered us by his precept and godly example, now unwittingly 
a stumbling-block in the King’s highway! What! that long-tried 
Methodist, now exerting an anti-Methodist influence on the subject of 
one of our distinctive and peculiar doctrines! O, it cannot be.” 

I cannot doubt that my dear brother will be pained, more, if possible, 
than I was ever, at the thought of his being a stumbling-block to others ; 
and still I am compelled to fear that brother L—-- and others, in Y—- 
are now, in this matter, quieting their consciences, by endeavoring to 
throw responsibility off of themselves. O, my dear brother! you will, 
Tam sure, desire to repair this injury, but how will you do it? Shall 
I here quote the zealous exhortation of the prophet? He'says, ‘‘ Go 


_ through the gates, prepare ye the way of the people; cast up the high- 


way ; gather out the stones ; lift up a standard for the people’”’—“ take 
up the stumbling-block out of the way of my people.” How wiLt my 
dear brother repair this evil? The cause of Holiness is the cause of 
God. The doctrine of Holiness, of entire, of present sanctification, 1s 
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A SINGULAR PRAYER. 13 


emphatically the doctrine of our church. This cause requires witnesses. 
While Methodism is, in too many instances, compromising its principles 
and coalescing in spirit with the formalist and the world, is it not im- 
portant that our old standbys should “ lift up a standard for the peo- 
ple?”? How our dear brother R.’s influence would tell in this vicinity, 
yea, and in the annals of eternity, if zealously exerted in the cause of 
gospel holiness! Do, beloved brother! let it be seen, for our encour- 
agement, and for God's glory, that you are a staunch advocate for the 
Methodist, the Bible doctrine of holiness to the Lord! 

But I have extended these remarks. more than I intended; let the im- 
portance of the subject be my apology. Perhaps you will feel grieved 
with me. I pray you, do not; I dare not refrain; and if you think I 
err, forgive me and pray for me. 


Your affectionate, brother in the ‘Lord, 
* * * 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


A SINGULAR PRAYER. 


A short time since, while engaged in conversation with a pious mo- 
ther, she stated the following incident: Her little son, who was about 
nine or ten years of age, engaged in prayer with her, one day, and when 
doing so, he asked God to send arrows of affliction to the hearts of his 
unconverted friends, among whom there was, probably, not one who was 
not well acquainted with the theory of salvation. The pious mother 
remarked that she was somewhat surprised at such a singular expression, 
but could not help saying Amento it. For some days after the narra- 
tion of this incident it hung about my mind, and gave rise to some 
profitable reflections. I thought of the many times I had heard old 
professors of religion pray God to send arrows of conviction to the 
hearts of gospel-hardened sinners, and never, ’till now, did it occur to 
my mind that such a petition was improper, it not being expressive of 
the thing desired, because such persons were, and had been for a long 
time, convicted of the truthfulness and importance of religion; hence 
it seemed like mocking God to persist in asking for what he had already 
granted. On this account, the little boy’s petition that God would 
send arrows of affliction to such already convicted hearts, was one evi- 
dently suggested by the Holy Spirit. If any thing would penetrate the 
_ proud, the hard, the indifferent heart, this would be most likely to do it. 
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14 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


By this means the King of Israel was arrested in his wanderings from 
God. He says, ‘‘ Before I was afflicted, I went astray, but nowI have 
kept thy word.” Again, “It is good for me, that I have been afflicted 
that I mightJearn thy statutes.’ A host of witnesses to the truth of this 
sentiment ioe be given; but this must suffice. The writer does not 
mean here to encourage persons to presume by their prayers to “ deal 
damnation” or affliction ‘‘on all they deem their foe,” or the foes of 
God, any further than the Holy Ghost shall lead them to do it in the 
spirit of love. Again, I thought of the simple, yet singular expression 
of the child, as indicating the fact that God does in a special manner, 
through the operations of his Spirit, often reveal unto babes many sub- 
lime sentiments which he hides from the worldly wise and prudent, and 
felt something of the importance of remembering the Savior’s declara- 
tion that “‘ except ye be converted and become as little children ye can- 
not enter the kingdom of God.” I felt, also, as I seldom, if ever, 
did before, the importance of having our petitions to the throne of 
Heaven inspired by the Holy Ghost, that they might always be appro- 
priate and expressive of the things desired. We should not then be 
wearied with the same set of formal phrases, from day to day, and from 
week to week, as many now are. There would be a freshness and 
vigor which would thrill the soul and scatter divine light through every 
part, and sanctify the whole.” | 

O that God would thus clothe our petitions in “ thoughts that breathe 


and words that burn,” and make our hearts the “ fit temples for the 
Holy Spirit to dwell in.” B.S. 


West Poultney, May 16th, 1847. 


Dear Brotner Kine :—The following Form of Consecration,” 
“ Rules,” and ‘‘ Questions for Self-Examination,” were furnished me at 
my earnest request, by a devoted and deeply experienced Christian, for 
my own private use. Under the conviction that they may be made a 
blessing to others as they have been to me, I have obtained permission 
to transmit a copy to the Guide, hoping it may find a place in its pages. 


J. F. ¥. 


‘‘ Know that the Lord thy God He is God, which keepeth covenant 
and mercy with them that love Him and keep his commandments ; and 
if thou wilt love the Lord and serve Him, and keep the charge of the 
Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes and his com- 
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ter whose waters fail not,”— The Word of God. 


and desiring nothing so much as to be thine, and thine altogether, I 


FORM OF CONSECRATION. 15 


mandments, his judgments, and his testimonies,—then shall thy light 
break forth as the morning, and thy righteousness shall go before thee : 
the glory of the Lord shall be thy rearward, and He shall guide thee con- 
tinually, and thou shalt be as a watered garden, and like a spring of wa- 


FORM OF CONSECRATION, 


Eternal and ever-blessed Lord, deeply impressed with the solemnity 
and importance of the step I am taking, I humbly crave and implore 
divine assistance. 

In obedience to the word of inspiration and the dictates of con- 
science, and desiring to occupy a position where I may receive and en- 
joy the precious blessings and privileges so graciously provided and 
freely offered to those who enter into and keep covenant with thee, J 
present myself to thee a living sacrifice, with full confidence in thy truth 
and faithfulness and firm reliance in the virtue of the atonement, for ac- 
ceptance. 

Feelingly alive to my utter unworthiness of any favor at thy hand, 


solemnly, and willingly, fud/y surrender and consecrate to thee all that 
I am, and all that I have, soul, body and spirit, my time, talents and 
influence, together with my worldly possessions, -all to be resolutely em- 
ployed in obedience to thy commands, as long as I live,—holding all in 
readiness to know, to do, or to suffer thy holy and righteous will. 

Helpless of myself, I look to thee for aid, and trust in the assurance, 
“ My grace is sufficient for thee.’ Yielding thus my all to thee, I 
nothing claim or have as my own, but, being brought into covenant 
union with the sovereign of the world, I have thy promise that my 
wants shall be supplied. Condescend, O my Father! to use me as an 
instrument of thy service, and number me with thy “ peculiar people.”’ 
Sprinkle me ever with the purifying blood of thy dear Son, transform 
me more and more into his image, impart to me, through Him, all need- 
ful influences of thy Spirit, and let my life be passed under the ap- 
proving smile of thy gracious countenance, as my father and my God. 
And when the solemn hour of death shall come, and heart and flesh 
fail, be Thou my confidence and strength. Sustained in Thy everlast- 
ing arms, may I[ triumph over the “ King of terrors,” and receive an 
abundant entrance into the kingdom of thy glory, to go out no more 
forever. And to thee, O Father! to Jesus, the Mediator of the new 
covenant, and to thy Holy Spirit, be eternal glory. Amen. 
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16 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


RULES FOR HOLY LIVING, 


“Tf ye live after the flesh, ye shall die; but if ye, through the Spirit, 
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.’—Rom. 8: 13. 
1. Religion shall be my chief concern, and the business of my 
life. | 


2. I will begin each day with God, by consecrating myself anew to 
His service. 


_ 3. In resuming my daily cares, I will endeavor to aim at the glory of 
God. 
4. I will improve my time to the best of my ability. 
5. I will observe three stated seasons each day for private devotion. 
6. When I have the privilege, I will peruse some of the word of God 
on my knees. 


7. I will watch over myself with godly jealousy, carefully ipeowng 
my thoughts, motives, and desires. 


8. I will practise self-denial in various ways, and fast each week, as 
health and circumstances permit. 


9. I will resolutely oppose all inclination to fictitious and unprofita- | 
ble reading. 


10. I will, when possible, punctually attend the stated means of 
grace, ready and willing to bear the cross. 


11. I will pay strict regard to truth. 


12. Inclination shall in no case prevent compliance with known 
duty. 


13. As far as circumstances shall permit, I will do to others as I 
would they should do unto me. 


14. I will observe plainness and simplicity in teen, svoiding useless 
expenditure and ornament. | 

15. I will shun idle and unprofitable conversation and foolish jesting 

16. I will join no association likely to injure my religious influence. 


17. I will take no recreation that I may not in the name of the 
Lord. 


18. I will neither make nor attend large ‘‘ tea parties,” 


19. I will be scrupulous in observance of the Sabbath day, and enter 
the sanctuary prayerfully and seriously. 


20. I will endeavor, by divine grace in all things, to be exemplary, 
that my influence may bea savor of life unto life. 


#1. I will close each day with self-examination and prayer, and will 


not suffer myself to close my eyes in sleep in a state of condemnation 
before God. 
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A HELP TO SELF-EXAMINATION. 


“‘ Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established.” 


Question 1. Did I rise this morning with a grateful sense of the good- 
ness of God? 
Did I offer myself anew to Him in consecration ? + 
Did I do it thoughtfully, as in the presence of duty? 
Has the reading of the Scriptures profited me? 
Have I been firm and resolute in doing my duty ? 
. Has no part of my time run to waste? 
Have I governed my thoughts well ? 
Have I indulged no wrong tempers or dispositions ? 
. Have I improved opportunities for doing or getting good? 
10. Have I been strong in faith towards God ? 
11. Have I seen the goodness of God in little things which have a 
tendency to disquiet me? 
12. Have I been resigned to the will of God as indicated 1 in His 
providences ? 
13. Have I been toch | in prayer ? 
14. Has my life corresponded with my profession ? 
_ 15. Have I held sweet communion with my Savior ? 
16. Have I met and overcome temptation ? 
17. Have I knowingly done any thing to grieve another ? ? 
18. Have I broken any of my Rules?” 
19. DoI close this day with gratitude to God, and a consciousness 0 
His favor and approbation ? 


20. Do I feel a firm unwavering confidence in God as my Father and 
my God? 


WW 


if 


For the Guide io Holiness. 


“THY WILL BE DONE.” 


« Thy will be done,” is the appropriate motto of the believer. It 
ought always to be legibly written on his banner as it waves in the air. 
No testimony more appropriate can be borne to the world. This is the 


motto he ought always to carry with him to the closet—it is the lan- 
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guage taught by the Savior himself. In prosperity we ought carefully 
to remember, ‘‘ Thy will be done.” Let this also be our consolation in 
adversity. It is the will of God, and I will suffer the pain, endure the 
cross. ‘‘ Wedo not here pray,” says the accomplished Watson, “ that 
God may do his will, nor merely express our acquiescence in what he 
wills; but that what God wills ourselves and all men to do may be done 
by us on earth as it is done in heaven by the angels ; that is, rigorously 
and with delight, perfectly, and with constancy. The model of our obe- 
dience is thus the elevated one of unfallen and unsinning angels, all 
whose principles of obedience ought to exist in us.” * 

The question here arises, ‘‘ What relation does this doctrine of re- 
generation sustain to our future progress in holiness?” It seems in 
the passage quoted from the Lord’s Prayer, to have an intimate connec 
tion with the incipient stages of Christian life, and the establishment of 
the kingdom of God in the soul. Must we embrace this doctrine and 
walk by it in our progress toward the completion of holiness, or is there 
to be some other principle that shall guide us unto that blessed state ? 
I am aware that very different views are entertained on this subject. 
There is a class who expect to “‘ perfect holiness”? by some peculiar 
manifestations and enlightenings of the Divine presence. ‘The most 
striking peculiarity of their religious character is found in the fact that 
they are seekers after sunden illuminations—flashes of light on the soul. 
As we retrace the history of piety in the church, we find a sprinkling 
of this kind of devotion all the way down to the time of the apostles. 
These are the persons who, rather than labor to do the will of God, sit 


still to see the salvation of God, making of this a virtue even. © ‘They 


are desired, indeed, to make progress in the Divine life, but they expect 
to do so by a kind of miracle. -These, if I may be allowed the com- 
parison, are our dwellers in lands of religious romance. They see won- 
derful sights, and their history is but a tale of surprising manifestations: 
By some strange mutation of fortune they expect to be placed in pos- 
session of spiritual sceptres and treasures, curious fortresses, and castles 
impregnable. These are they who would attain to the heights of Zion 


without first walking through the vale with the old Pilgrim. There is 


an interest attached to their story. It is a true luxury to walk amid 
such splendid creations, or rather revelations. Who does not love to 
luxuriate in some like fairy land of the spirit world? The creations 
of fiction and the trappings of romance are possessed of splendor; but 
then they are only fictions. The religious man, who depends on his 
manifestations and wonderful experiences, though all may be real at 


- “ Watson’s Exposition, Matt. 6: 10 
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“THY WILL BE DONE.” 19 
times, will feel at other times that all is but romance—that there is more 
of the fancy than of God in the matter. As he turns over the pages of 
the Bible, he will find nothing of the kind there. And as he further 
reads, he will be fully impressed that the Christian is not to be perfected 
by any such means. These may be the means by which the disciples 
of Mahomet, or any other false teacher, may expect to be perfected in 
their faith ; but not so with the Christian learner. Like the ignis fatuus 
these appear, when the curtain of night is thrown around their minds, 
but all vanish when the sun shines in his brightness. Certainly there 
is a kind of manifestation a holy soul will have of the things of God. 
The secret of the Lord will be with them that fear him. But it is not 
to this class that I refer ; but to those who expect to be brought to that 
exalted state by these revelations. 

There is still a second class who expect to be perfected by a strict 
use of means, and they seem to have arrived at the conclusion that these 
means are fully competent to attain the desired blessing. ‘The idea, too, 
of the particular form of that blessing is fixed in the mind, as well as the 
method by which it is to be attained. With these preconceived opin- 
ions, they begin to pray and to read, but make little progress towards — 
the goal. It may be the heart becomes colder and more stupified by 
the very process. Now it seems to me that both these classes, though 
they hold the fragments of the truth, have abandoned the great idea, or 
one of the great ideas. ‘The former, though resigned, it is not to do 
the will of God, but to let God do his own will. The second class have 
struck out a plan by which God is to work, and though they labor and 
pray, they are deficient in resignation to the will of Christ. Does not 
every great blessing come to us through resignation? If we are willing 
to be just what God would have us, to possess those thoughts and per- 
form those acts he requires, shall we not advance in holiness? Shall 
we not find this the grand starting point? I have felt this in my own 
experience, -at least. I have been confirmed in the opinion by the ex- 
perience of those who have lived most eminently pious. Bramwell, — 
Carvosso, Stoner, and Mrs. Rogers, were all eminent for their resignation 
to the will of God. We see the same grace in John Fletcher and his 
devoted companion. No one can read the life of Mrs. F. but he must 
see how conspicuous was her resignation. She only asked what the 
will of God might be. ‘Take a brief extract from her private journal— 
‘‘ Nothing so tends to the soul’s sanctification as a constant abandon- 
ment and resignation of the whole soul, with every concern, into the 
hand of Jesus; I feel such an insight into the love, faithfulness and 
wisdom of Christ, as I cannot describe. O, the security I see in aban- 
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doning my soul to him! It is glorious indeed.” The same thought 
has frequently been conveyed by such expressions as ‘‘ the annihilation 


GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


of my will,” “sinking out of self,” and the like. 


Well then may we sing,— 


June 8, 1847. 


TRUTH AND Love.—I am sure truth never lost any thing by being 
spoken in love. I am of opinion that a principal reason why we are not 
more of one mind, is that we are not more of one heart. 
they who feel heart to heart, begin to see eyetoeye! The way to think 
alike is first to feel alike; and if the feeling be love, the thought will be 


truth. I wish, therefore, for the sake of sound doctrine, that the breth- 
ren would love one another.—Dr. Nevins. | 


‘¢ What cannot resignation do? 


It wonders can perform ! 


That powerful charm—thy will be done! 


It lays the loudest storms. 


PRAYER. 


There is an eye that never sleeps, 
Beneath the wing of night ; 

There is an ear that never shuts, 
When sink the beams of light. 


There is an arm that never tires, 
When human strength gives way; 

There is a love that never fails, 
When earthly loves decay. 


That eye is fixed on seraph throngs 
That ear is filled with angels’ songs ; 
That arm upholds the world on high ; 
That love is throned beyond the sky. 


But there’s a power that man can wield, 


When mortal aid is vain — 


That eye, that arm, that love to reach — 


That listening ear to gain. 


A Discipye. 


That power is prayer, which soars on high, 


And feeds on bliss beyond the sky. 


Mrs. Fletcher very 
forcibly expresses the sentiment, in another place, in the following form : 
‘‘ Being taken into Christ as a drop of water into the ocean, I lose my- 

self in him, and find in him my all, for time and eternity.” 


How soon 
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OBEYING GOD. | 


Wuen God says, ‘Sun, shine in the skies!” the sun directly answers, | 
not in words, but in deeds, ‘‘ Here am I to do my Maker’s will, to light | | 
up earth and heaven with my glory, to gild all things with gold, and to | 
make the whole creation rejoice.”’ ‘i 

When God says to the moon, “‘ Appear!” the moon replies, “ Here I | | 
am with my silver light, to scatter the darkness and render the night | 
lovely.’’ 

When God says to the stars, “‘ Shine forth!” they instantly answered, 
“We are thy servants and gladly do thy bidding. Already we are in 
the skies, and there will we keep watch till thou givest us leave to re- 
tire.” 
Thus do the sun, and the moon, and the stars, obey their Almighty 
Maker. 

When God says to the spring, “‘ Come forth with thy flowers!” does 
she tarry, or refuse to answer? No. “I come,” says the spring. 
‘“‘ Here are my greenest leaves. Here are my freshest flowers, where- 
with to beautify the earth. The snow-drop is in the garden, and the 
primrose on the bank and in the coppice.” 

When God says to the summer, “ Gladden the earth!” the answer of 
summer is this: ‘‘ At thy voice I spread my influence abroad; the 
birds are warbling, the flowers are blooming, the trees are blossoming, 
and nature is rejoicing.” 

When God says to the autumn, “‘ Withhold not thy fruits.” ‘‘ They 
are here!” is autumn’s reply. ‘The bush is laden with berries, and 
the trees with fruit, and the fields are waving with golden grain, ready VE 
for the sickle of the husbandman.”’ 

When God says to the winter, ‘‘ Where art thou, and where are thy 
storms?” ‘They are abroad at thy command,” replies winter. 
“Frost has bound up the earth and the waters; snow has covered the 
ground, and the wings of the howling wind are flying through the air 
Who shall stand before thy cold?” 

Thus do spring, summer, autumn and winter, obey the command of 
the Holy One. 

And shall the sun with his glory, the moon with her beams, and the 
stars with their light, obey their Maker? Shall spring with her flowers, 
summer with his blossoms, autumn with his fruits, and surly winter with 


his storms, gladly hasten to do the commandments of the Lord, and 
thou refuse to obey him? 
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HE CHRISTIANS REQUEST. 


WORDS BY MRS. MARY H. MAXWELL, MUSIC BY GEORGE 0. FARMER. 


@--— 


1. Grant, grant me but this boon I pray, When life’s dark dreamiso’er— To 
2. Here on a dark and roll-ing tide, A waste of wa-tersdrear— One 


join the nev - er - ceas - ing a On 
star a-lone must be my » One 


that == =im-mor - tal shore—Where an-gels plume the tireless wing, A - 
hand my bark must steer—WhileI up-on the stormy deep, My 
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THE CHRISTIAN’S REQUEST. 


mid the bloom of end-less spring. Where angels plume the _tire-less wing, 
long and Weary night-watch keep. While I up-on the storm-y deep, My 
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mid the bloom of end - less spring. ie 
long and wea - - Try night - watch keep. y 


[The above music is secured by copyright to Oliver Ditson.] 


3. But through the clouds I oft behold, 
The Seraph wings unfurl — 
The stream that laves its bed of gold — 
The gates of radiant pearl, 
I list to heaven’s unnumbered choir— 
The harp, the lute, the golden lyre. 


4. Then let the angry surges swell 
To billows cold and rude— 
Ah, not forsaken do we dwell, 
In ocean’s solitude— | 
The bark by winds and waters driven, 
Shall gain at last the port of Heaven. 
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GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


WALKING WITH GOD. 


How biessed are all who walk with God! ‘Their spiritual enjoy- 
ments, to carnal minds unknown, vastly transcend the highest delights 
of mere sense. Religion also sweetens all their lawful earthly good, 
and gives it a peculiar relish. Health, food, rest, retirement, friends, 
and whatever else, are enjoyed the best by those who use them all with 
a single eye tothe glory of God: and even afflictions lose much of 
their keen edge, and are often welcomed as gracious and salutary dis- 
pensations, where God is truly enjoyed. In this world, the pious are 
not left without many expressions of God’s favor and love; but in 
regard to the world to come, it hath entered into no human mind to 
conceive how vastly more blessed they shall be, and that for ever and 


- ever. None ‘‘ serve God for nought; ” for “‘in the keeping of his com- 


mandments there is great reward.” ‘‘ Blessed isevery one that feareth 
the Lord, and that delighteth greatly in his commandments.” Such are 
blessed with the sensible favor, support, guidance, and protection of 
the Most High, and with a satisfying hope and earnest of glory ‘ever- 
lasting. Our happiness rises in proportion to our devotedness to God. 
Without religion we cannot but be unhappy; andthe not being so ear- 
nest and faithful as we should be, after having known the salvation of 
God, deprives us of much enjoyment, and exposes us to a miserable and 


ruinous fall. ‘‘ Watch and pray!” 


DROPS. 

Te ocean is composed of drops. Small in themselves, but united 
they cover two-thirds of the globe and bear on their bosom treasures 
untold. Despise not small things. A word alone may mean nothing 
and effect nothing; but a union of words carries joy or grief toa 
thousand bosoms. So small a word as ‘‘ we ’’—a little droponly—might 
remain glued to the tongue through life and produce no good effect. 
But unite it to a few more words, such as “ will do good,” and suiting 
the action to the words, what may it not produce? ‘Ten thousand 
hearts may leap with joy at the sound. Precious drops to millions! 
Are their hearts full of pain and sorrow? Speak—we will do them 
good—tears give place to smiles—pain departs at the sight of joy, and 
a world of happiness is born ina day. Precious drops! we repeat. 
Cherish and scatter them. Like the dew that refreshes the flowers, 


they will be drawn to heaven by the Son of righteousness, to be exhib- 
ited when your account is to be squared at the last day. 
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